[image: image1.jpg]






Senior managers from major forest companies, officials, Academics, and representatives from associations donated and planted a variety of trees and shrubs to inaugurate the International Garden, one of the Forestry Capital 91 permanent legacies.
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Early in the planning for project 91 a garden with a forestry flavor was proposed for the area near the World’s Largest Axe- a garden of trees and shrubs that would flower from spring to fall.
Geoffrey Ritchie, a young botanist with a passionate love of trees, came up with the actual design for a more natural garden, close to the river, which would apply the oriental concept of miniaturizing to temperate zone plant material from around the world.
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International Garden
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This approach combined the beauty of bloom with varying tree shapes, sizes, bark textures and color, cones, leaves and fruit. Combined with landscape berms and slopes of different materials, the plantings, when mature, will appear to fill far more then the actual area of just over an acre.
He patterned the path running through the garden after the course of the Saint John river, the historical life line of Nackawic and forestry
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An oriental arch to mark the world famous Hartland Bridge, a rocky area for Grand Falls, and so on – these are the elements of the garden that show how closely the river’s course has been followed.

Trees have been selected from all temperate zones of the world : Manchurian, Eastern and Western European, Japan, Russia and North America. They range from full sized trees, planted away from the path to add perspective, to dwarf species, planed closely along the path, which will be pruned to resemble miniature versions of full sized trees.

Because it will be some time before the fill impact of the planting is achieved, an interplanting of shrubs with colorful foliage is being placed along the path.
Seven tonnes

Of stainless steel, embedded in a 10 meter diameter concrete stump, and rising 15 meters above the  shores of the Saint John River, the World’s Largest Axe is indisputably the most visible indication of Nackawic’s status as Forestry Capital of Canada 91.
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The axe was a concept of the Forestry Capital committee to be a permanent reminder of Nackawic’s special status during 1991 and, as the bronze plaque on the axe states, “symbolizes the importance of the forest industry, past, present and future to the town of Nackawic and the province of New Brunswick.”
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World’s Largest
Axe

A fitting Symbol
Designed built and erected by B.I.D. Limited of Woodstock, New Brunswick, The axe was undertaken as a challenge by the firm, which specializes in metal design and construction. Its size, particularly the seven meter width, presented special traffic problems, leading R.C.M.P. and department of transportation officials to require that move from Woodstock to Nackawic should take place very early on a Sunday morning.
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While tongue in cheek calculations suggest that a 140 tonne giant of a logger could swing the axe, B.I.D. Ltd. Chose to use a modern crane to lift the massive tool in place. The huge “stump” in which it is imbedded serves as a small stage as well, and in the head of the axe is a time capsule, freezing for future generations the events of Forestry Capital 91.
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